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was in a most party mood, would welcome his accept-
ing an appointment from a Conservative administra-
tion. He sounded him through the intermedium of
Lord Granville :

c Thanks/ replied Mr. Gladstone, ' for your detailed
information of a rather peculiar case. I really do not
know why Dufferin should consider himself to be under
any sort of obligation to me. But though I cannot be
glad that he is in confidential relations with Lord Beacons-
field, I feel with you that no condemnation of the act
could properly be pronounced, and also that after he had
done it, he was more than ever bound to attend the
Reform Club dinner.'

Was that an agreeable letter ? It was not an agree-
able letter. Mr. Gladstone, without question, had
been displeased. Thus when in March, 1880, the
Conservatives were swept from office he did not
include Lord Bufferings name among those whom he
rewarded. It had generally been assumed by Lord
Dufferin's friends that he would be offered either
Ireland or India ; yet the former went to Lord Cowper
and the latter to Lord Ripon ; the * first-class man '
remained in the post that he had been given by Lord
Beaconsfield. He did not hide his mortification. * I
should have thought,' he wrote, c that my seven years
in Canada, and the additional year I have spent here
in keeping the peace between our Foreign Office and
the Emperor, might have deserved a better reward
than a further, term of exile in an Arctic climate/

His Russian mission was thus inauspicious from the
outset and it remained inauspicious throughout. They